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 City of Vance 2025 Newsletter
                                                             
November 2025
From the Desk of the Mayor:

I hope you and your family are gearing up for a wonderful holiday season. Thanksgiving is right around the corner and Christmas is knocking on our door. It has been an exciting and rewarding year for the City of Vance! We have 2 new council members! Donna McDaniel and Andy LaGrone. Donna served on the Vance Volunteer Board as president for numerous years. Andy has been on our Park Board and has contributed a lot to the park to help it be successful.  Both bring a lot of experience to our council, and I look forward to working with them. We are sorry to lose Jay Kelley and Amanda Bell, but we wish them well in their endeavors. We have some events scheduled for our citizens and community for the Christmas season and 2026.  There will be more about that from our Events Committee. 

 I would like to give you an update on some of our projects that have been completed and some we are still working towards:

Chevron Service Station: Things continue to move slowly with the completion of this store.  Currently they do not have a contractor. We hope to see more activity in 2026.

Highway 11 Expansion Project-Recently I was told by an ALDOT representative that they hope to have all lanes open by January 2026. Of course, this depends on weather.  We hope to get our red lights installed at the school and the intersection of Highway 11 and Vance Blocton Road during this time.

Sidewalk Grant-The sidewalks have been installed near the park and they are beautiful! The lights are on back order and will arrive in December 2025.  Once the lights are installed the project will be complete.

Caffee Place Subdivision-Phase 1 has been completed at Caffee Place. The second phase has begun, and the homes are selling as soon as they are being built out.

B&S Restaurant-Mr. Hugo has done an outstanding job renovating this building. Currently he is working on kitchen design and will be opening soon. Can’t wait to enjoy his food!!

Firehouse Road-The council voted to install a road behind the fire department to make access easier for the fire fighters when they have a call out.  This project has been completed except for signage.

Wetlands-The council and I are currently in the process of trying to mitigate the wetlands in front of city hall.  It is approximately 2 acres of property we will be mitigating.  Currently we have not decided what we will put in the area that will be cleared but we have discussed some possibilities.

Flyover Bridge for Mercedes-The flyover bridge to move vehicles from the Mercedes plant to the Marshalling Yard has been projected to be completed by June 2026, weather permitting-.

Outdoor Exercise Equipment-We have partnered with University of Alabama students to put outdoor exercise equipment near our sidewalk at the park.  The Blackburn Institute awarded us a $10,000 grant and the students did all the work. Now we have 5 work out stations at the park near city hall.  We had the ribbon cutting ceremony Friday, November 21st.  It’s fun and healthy. Check it out!!

Tingle Tangle Road Repairs-The Tuscaloosa County road crew will be repairing and asphalting a portion of Tingle Tangle Road beginning at the intersection of Wallace Chapel Road to the bridge near our Municipal Drive. The work is projected to start mid-December. 

Future Commercial Growth-I have been working diligently with developers to bring in more commercial growth for the City, citizens and community.  Hopefully, after the first of the year we will see some movement toward this growth.

I am thankful and honored to serve another 4 years as your mayor. In 2026 Dianne Averett and I will begin our 30th year in municipal government. We have seen a lot of changes and growth since Mercedes came to our area.  

I pray that God will continue to bless our great city, citizens and community! 

Happy Holidays,
Mayor Brenda Morrison
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If you’ve driven by Vance Ballpark lately, you’ve probably noticed the newest addition taking shape. Our covered batting cages! Expected to be ready just in time for the Spring season, these cages will give players a safe, spacious place to practice hitting day or night, rain or shine. 

In addition to the batting cages, don’t forget about the outdoor workout equipment along the walking trail, which was coordinated in partnership with the Blackburn Institute at the University of Alabama. Their support helped bring these fitness stations to life, offering families and community members a convenient way to stay active while spending time at the park.

Spring baseball and softball will be here before you know it, so keep an eye out for upcoming registration dates to get your kids signed up for the season’s fun. From all of us at the Vance Park Board, we hope everyone enjoys their holiday break, and we look forward to a fantastic new year of games, growth, and community at the ballpark!              
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Greetings from the Vance Fire District! The past few months have seen a lot of changes for our department, including the addition of several new faces. Each new face brings with them years of experience from other departments. October was a busy month for us. We started the month participating in the Glow Party put on by the City of Vance. It was a great time getting out into the community and seeing the parents’ and kids’ smiling faces.  We enjoyed showing the kids the fire truck and giving them all a junior fire helmet. I don’t think there was a kid there that didn’t have a fire helmet on. There were some future firemen in the crowd. It was such a fun evening. Late in October we had live fire training with a lot of the surrounding volunteer departments. It was a great time to train and learn together but also fellowship and build good working relationships with the surrounding departments. We look forward to doing that again next year. Halloween had us at the station and in one of the neighborhoods handing out candy. We enjoyed seeing all the kids’ costumes. We recently renewed our ALS license, for another year, with the Alabama Department of Public Health. With that license we can do EKG’s, start Iv’s and administer medications to patients who require it.  This allows us to provide a higher level of care on every medical call we respond to. Our prayer is that you have a great Thanksgiving and Christmas Season. We hope we won’t be seeing you anytime soon, but if you need the Fire Department don’t hesitate to call 911.
Chief Philip Blazer
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The library was established in 1994; the Vance Library has relocated a few times and has settled in the former civic center. The dedicated volunteers stay busy each Tuesday morning by reading to the children and coordinating crafts. On the second Saturday of most months, the grounds are bustling with local vendors and food trucks for the community to enjoy through the Vance Trading Post. The library also has a monthly book club meeting on the third Tuesday evening.

With all of the usual activities happening, this is the first year the library is participating in the holiday tree-decorating event at the Brookwood City Park. Children who visit the library have been invited to handcraft ornaments, and their contributions are delightful! The Vance Library is open three days a week, they never turn down a volunteer and has open doors for anyone looking to check out a good book or movie. Feel free to visit and say hello!
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BREAKFAST WITH
NOVEMBER 30TH SANTA-DECEMBER 6TH

Time: 6pm Time: 9 fo 0:30am

Speciol Guests: Local falented Special Guests: Mr. and Mrs.

vilinist Liam Bricken and Vance Claus and the Grinch.
Fire Board President Jeff Menu: pancakes, sausage,
Parker. Join us after the ree
lighting in the activity center for
hot chocolate, apple cider,
coffee, and cookies. We will also
have crafts for the kids and the
movie How the Grinch Stole

Christmas.

mik, and juice.

Come enjoy a free breakfast for|
the whole family at the activity
center. Wear your PJ's
or other
Christmas attire.

g NEW YEAR'S EVE
2, g =
N BASH - DECEMBER 31

Ring in the new year with us by watching the fireworks show at City Hall
Fireworks start at 8pm. Food frucks will be avalable starting at 6pm.
Fat Boy's Pizza
Pop's BBQ & Gril
Lil Momma's Food Truck
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WISHING YOU A WONDERFUL HOLIDAY SEASON éw &
AND A SUCCESSFUL NEW YEAR! i %
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